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A rendering of
the assembly-
required chateau

B Once upon a time, American industrialists
of the Gilded Age could tour Europe
snapping up a crumbling French monastery
here, a neglected Venetian palazzo there, and
have them rebuilt back home. Today, such
architectural shopping sprees are
constrained by European Union cultural-
protection laws, which typically forbid the
export of national treasures.

A Robb Report reader, however, has a
unique opportunity to play the modern-day
Rockefeller and import a rare neoclassical
chateau from France for reconstruction in
their own backyard. The 14,000-square-foot
building is exempt from the French cultural-
export ban because it was dismantled in
1989, three years before the relevant laws
took effect.

Alisanne Frew, an American antiques
dealer who specializes in sourcing French
architectural materials (her company is
called Alisanne Wonderland), discovered
the chéteau’s stones boxed up in a Bordeaux
warehouse in late 2020. The owners,
aristocrats whose great-grandfather had
built it as a hunting lodge in 1890, sold the
contents and disassembled the building wh
they could no longer afford to maintain it.
The stonemason who took it apart by hand

A RARE FRENCH
CHATEAU,

BOXED UP AND
READY FOR DELIVERY

cataloged 5,389 hand-carved limestone blocks
and decorative features, which collectively
weigh around 800 tons and are stored on 432
pallets, ready to ship anywhere in the world.

The stonework consists of the four
complete facades of the original chiteau.
The front and back each measure 134 feet
wide and feature pediments. The remaining
facades are 45 feet wide, and the tallest point
is 46 feet high. The roof terraces include
balustrades. Frew has recruited a team of
expert craftsmen who, for an additional fee,
can reassemble the walls along with a new
interior in matching Bordeaux limestone,
or as freestanding palatial elements in
a garden, or reconfigured as part of an
expanded estate compound.

Frew, who guarantees compliance
with French law, believes it is the only
period chéteau available to leave France.
She is offering it exclusively until January
31. Prospective buyers are invited to visit
Bordeaux to inspect the warehouse and meet
her team and the 88-year-old stonemason
who dismantled the chéiteau more than three
decades ago. $7.5 million for the sale and
consulting to agreed-upon international port,
reconstruction not included; alisannefrew @
me.com, 512-734-7711, 33-6-2910-4504 L.A.
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